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CLIMATE CHANGE, ENERGY AND OUR 
ENVIRONMENT

Maine’s natural resources are among our greatest assets and a primary driver of our economy. 

In order to keep our vital resources healthy for generations to come, we must invest in our outdoors 
and address the greatest threat to our environment and natural resources — climate change. 
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Cost of Doing Nothing Analysis:
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The cost of not adapting to a changing climate is large and will accelerate 
over time, with flooding serving as the largest overall threat.

Estimates of losses that the State of Maine and its citizens could incur if 
the State does not take action to prevent or prepare for climate change 
include:
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The combination of 1.6 feet of sea level rise and storm surges by 2050 
could lead to the loss of about 22,000 jobs by 2050 and building damage 
of $17.5 billion cumulatively between 2020 and 2050. 
• Natural and working lands could lose over 500,000 metric tons of carbon, 
which could cost society over $50 million through 2100 or need to be offset 
by potentially costly engineered strategies to reduce emissions in the 
transportation, buildings, or energy sector. 
• Sea level rise could contribute to the net loss of over 10 square kilometers 
of eelgrass and nearly 40 square kilometers of salt marsh, leading to $4 
million in social costs and other ecosystem services losses in excess of up 
to $250 million through 2100. 
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• Sea level rise could cost Maine $1.67 billion in tourism spending 
annually by 2100, with 13 million fewer visitors due to narrowing 
beaches. Dune loss could lead to a loss of $70 million annually from 
diminished flood protection and loss of essential wildlife habitat 
• Vector-borne disease currently costs Maine over $10 million annually for 
patient treatment alone and has the potential to get worse with warmer, 
shorter winters. 
• Health care costs associated with high-heat days could be up to 36 times 

higher by 2100, costing nearly $10 million annually.
• Nearly $600 million of annual revenue in lobster and aquaculture is 
potentially at risk from warming ocean waters.



Sooooo – What can WE DO??

6 9/29/22 Add a footer



M A I N E ’ S C L I M A T E  A C T I O N  P L A N  G O A LS
Reduce Maine’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

While Maine has been among the leading 
U.S. states when it comes to mitigating 
greenhouse gas emissions, significant 
progress must still be made to meet the 
state’s 2030 and 2050 targets. 
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Avoid the Impacts and Costs of Inaction

Maine must take action to ensure that our people, 
environment, economy, and society are more resilient to the 
impacts of climate change that are now occurring. While 
mitigating the causes of climate change and better 
preparing Maine for its impacts will require significant public 
and private investment, inaction will cost Maine 
substantially more, and those costs will accelerate over 
time.
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Foster Economic Opportunity and Prosperity
Today, as Maine charts the course for economic recovery, many of the 
proposed solutions in this Climate Action Plan can leverage Maine’s 
strengths and reverse workforce trends by supporting good-paying jobs 
that attract new workers and families, growing the economy, protecting 
key economic sectors most at risk from climate change, and fostering 
innovation in new business sectors that will drive climate solutions. 
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Advance Equity through Maine’s Climate Response 
Like other dislocations and disruptions to society, from recessions to 
pandemics, the costs of Maine’s inaction on climate change will be acutely 
borne by vulnerable communities, which should be given foremost 
consideration for opportunities and support from climate action. 
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Maine Legislative Accomplishments
The Legislature took historic steps to address climate change in 2021 by 
passing legislation to:
Ø Ramp up land conservation efforts, 
Ø Support climate resilience and emission reduction projects, 
Ø Provide weatherization funding, 
Ø Encourage the use of electric vehicles, 
ØDivest from fossil fuel companies, 
Ø Improve energy utilities, 
Ø Reform our recycling system.
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In 2021, we passed legislation that will:

• Provide $40 million for the Land for Maine’s Future program to ramp up land conservation efforts 
(LD 221 - Biennial Budget)

• Support municipal partnership programs to improve climate resilience and emission reductions at 
the local level (LD 221 - Biennial Budget)

• Advance carbon sequestration and mitigate the impacts of climate change by funding forest carbon 
mapping (LD 221 - Biennial Budget)

• Provide funding for Mainers to make weatherization and efficiency upgrades on their homes, which 
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve Maine’s housing stock and lower energy costs (LD 
1733 - ARPA)

• Invest in Maine’s state parks to maintain the outdoor economy and continue land conservation 
efforts (LD 1733 - ARPA)

• Reduce the landfilling of solid waste throughout the state (LD 57)

• Encourage the use of electric vehicles by establishing a rebate program and direct the PUC to 
evaluate rate structures to support electric vehicle charging stations (LD 347)
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http://www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280078272
http://www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280078272
http://www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280078272
http://www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280081198
http://www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280081198
http://www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280078033
http://www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280078559


In 2022, we passed legislation that will:

• Create a climate change education pilot program in Maine public schools and provide development 
opportunities for Maine educators (LD 1902)

• Fund the Maine Climate Corps, a service program for young adults to work in towns across Maine on 
climate resiliency and greenhouse gas reduction projects (LD 1974)

• Extend Maine’s sales and use tax exemption to certain battery energy storage systems, 
incentivizing development of businesses that can store energy for later use, contributing to stable 
energy prices and providing critical infrastructure for clean energy production 
(LD 2030)

• Set new goals for state and local fleets to transition to electric and zero-emissions vehicles (LD 1579)
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https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280082352
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Legislation Specific to Sea Level

An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Invest in Infrastructure To Address Sea 
Level Rise (LD 49) 
• Provides funds to improve waterfront and coastal infrastructure in municipalities to address sea 

level rise.

Resolve, To Analyze the Impact of Sea Level Rise (LD 1572) 
• Addresses Sea Level Rise & authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on the Environment and 

Natural Resources to submit legislation based on findings.

An Act to Implement Agency Recommendations to Address Sea Level Rise (LD 1970) 
• Amends site location of development laws to authorize the DEP to consider effects of sea level 

rise in determining whether developer has made adequate provisions to protect environment

Resolve, to Establish a Pilot Program to Encourage Climate Education in Maine Public Schools 
(LD 1902)
• Establishes a three -year pilot program to implement professional development for educators to 

teach climate science in schools
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Additional Resources

The Climate Council’s Assessing Impacts report

http://climatecouncil.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-
files/ERG_MCC_AssessingImpactsClimateChangeMaine_Summary_11.25.20.pdf

The Maine Climate Council

http://climatecouncil.maine.gov/maines-climate
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http://climatecouncil.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/ERG_MCC_AssessingImpactsClimateChangeMaine_Summary_11.25.20.pdf
http://climatecouncil.maine.gov/maines-climate


QUESTIONS

16 9/29/22 Add a footer


