
VOICES RISING by the SEA 

ChoralFest at the Ferry Beach 

Conference Center, Saco, ME 
April 2018 

Fun plans for ChoralFest to 

join GAYLA activities 

I had a great conversation with Brad 
Cohen, one of the GAYLA coordinators, a 
couple of weeks ago that focused on events 
and times when ChoralFest (CF) attendees 
and GAYLA brothers could share our 
conference programs. Since this is 
GAYLA’s celebration of their 40th year, 
they have many great activities planned 
and we are invited to join them. However, 
we also have our own workshops to share 
music and rehearse for the Talent Show 
and Friday chapel service that are the core 
of our conference experience. So there 
may be some slight changes to come to 
make sure we’ve worked out timing. 

Sunday GAYLA has invited local gay 
men to join them for the day. Starting at 
2:00 pm we are invited to join them for 
some fun activities culminating in a parade 
in support of Ferry Beach’s theme of Love 
in Action with lots of signs, noise and 
general hoopla. At 4:00 pm the afternoon 
will conclude with a 1940s swing dance 
party. All of these events are optional. 
We’ll need to decide whether to have an 
afternoon singing session that day. 

Dinner that night will be a barbecue. 

Sunday night at 8:00 we are invited to 
attend the Kinsey Sicks concert in 
Rowland (there is no charge). 

Monday night any GAYLA brothers 
who wish to sing Broadway hits with the 
amazing Tim Horne at the piano can join 
us in Dolphin. 

Wednesday night ChoralFest attendees 
have the option of joining GAYLA for 
games and Karaoke in Rowland. 

Thursday afternoon is the GAYLA 
volleyball match against the Ferry Beach 
staff. ChoralFest attendees are encouraged 
to wo(man) the GAYLA team. The game 
will be followed by an ice cream social.  

Suzanne 

The Cliff Notes version of the 

ChoralFest 2018 Schedule 

A link to the full schedule is in the 
email that you received and also on our 
page on the Ferry Beach website - 
www.ferrybeach.org. As you will see, 
many of the times stay the same all week. 
In general, all ChoralFest (CF) activities 
are in Dolphin which is a large, 
oceanview room on the first floor in the 
Quillen building. 

At 7:00 am, GAYLA has added a 
Polar Bear Swim for any who wish to join 
them. And don’t worry, Ron Willette 
will still be leading the meditation 
moving circle every morning at the same 
time. Many in our group have loved 
starting the day with this relaxing light 
exercise. 

In addition to vocal technique tips and 
choral singing instruction, morning 
workshop sessions that start at 10:00 am 
will be focused on learning the repertoire 
we will sing at the Friday morning chapel 
service.  

Afternoon workshop sessions will 
focus on the pieces we will present at the 
Talent Show Thursday night. Singers 
from ChoralFest and GAYLA might wish 
to sing only at the Talent Show or only at 
the chapel service and could attend the 
appropriate sessions.  

We have scheduled a short workshop 
session from 3:30 to 4:00 pm on 
Thursday to go over tricky sections for 
the Talent Show pieces before we 
practice them on stage at the end of the 
afternoon on Thursday in case it is 
needed. 

Barb Weber has volunteered once 
again to facilitate a time for sharing each 
evening from 7:15 to 7:45 pm in 
Dolphin. CF attendees can join the group 
any of the evenings to chat and share 
thoughts. Anything that is shared is kept 
confidential within the group. 

Tuesday night from 8:00 to about 
9:00 pm, we are inviting choir directors 
to bring and share favorite choir pieces 
with the group. Tim Horne and/or the 
Musician of the Week Michelle Kelly will 
be on the piano. Not only will we be 
introduced to some great anthems that 
we can share with our choirs or choral 
groups when we get home, but this will 
be a way to test our sight reading skills. 

The conference will end with time 
late in the morning on Friday to say 
goodbye, have a last sing and share ideas 
and comments among ourselves and with 
Cathy Stackpole, Ferry Beach’s executive 
director. 

As always, we welcome suggestions 
and comments. Just email Suzanne 
Adams at sue@gndhome.com. And 
thanks to those of you who participated 
in our survey. Broadway hits, sharing 
choir pieces and leaving an evening free 
all scored the highest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ChoralFest 2018 

July 14 to 20 

Jeffrey Lipton, Music Director 
Suzanne Adams, Coordinator 
978-241-9450, sue@gndhome.com 

Ferry Beach still has space 

available for our group. Decide 

to come yourself and encourage friends 

to join you! Call Sally Ring in the Ferry 

Beach office at 207-282-4489 to go 

over the registration details. 


