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From UUNews
By Donald E. Skinner
! In many respects the 
Unitarian Universalist 
congregation that gathers 
for worship each week 
in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan, is no 
different from any other 
congregation. 
Participants gather 
around a chalice to hear 
readings and a homily. There is a 
sharing of joys and sorrows. There are 
hymns from Singing the Living 
Tradition with drums and a keyboard. 
Afterward there is coffee.
! And then there are differences. 
Inside the door there’s a rack for 
rifles. Many of the congregants wear 
camouflage and carry sidearms. There 
is also a point in the service when the 
names of people who have died in the 
war that week are spoken. And often 

the moment of silent 
meditation is interrupted by the 

sounds of explosions that shake 
the building.
! The Kandahar 

Crossing UU 
Fellowship, on the 
huge Kandahar 
Airfield military base--
a city of some 25,000 

people--was organized 
by the Rev. Chris Antal 

with the support of 
Chaplain’s Assistant Anthony 

“Tony” Taylor.
! Both UUs, they arrived in 
Afghanistan in September 2012. In 
addition to their responsibilities in 
ministering to an Army National 
Guard unit from New York State, they 
quickly established a weekly UU 
worship service--they only one in 
Afghanistan.
! By winter the fellowship had 
10 members and a half-dozen friends. 

The congregation had to shift gears in 
January when Antal was 
unexpectedly released from active 
duty because of a blog post he 
wrote... He noted that some senior 
Army leaders were critical of it and 
the criticism escalated into a formal 
investigation. He and Taylor were 
returned to the U.S. months ahead of 
schedule.
! Antal’s post had included 
lines about deceptions involved in 
making war, drone warfare, and 
soldier suicides. The complete post 
was republished in the April 
newsletter of the UU Congregation of 
Rock Tavern, NY, where Antal was 
ordained and is now consulting 
minister...
! Antal, who is preaching about 
his experiences, said he will probably 
serve in a “combat stress” or military 
hospital unit for the remainder of his 
time.
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Things You Need to Know

TIDINGS
Tuesday, July 23, 2013

  A Daily Inspirational

Think on This
Weather & Tides

80% Chance T-Storms
Lo: 64º High: 75º
Low Tide: 6:03 am
High Tide: 12:11 pm
Sunset: 8:15 pm
Wed Sunrise: 5:22 am

UUs Form Kandahar Congregation

•Adult Cabaret is on Wednesday at 9 pm!
Talent/No Talent Show is just 
around the corner! Don’t forget 
to practice.

•If you want a lobster for 
Wednesday’s cookout, order 
it at Quillen by noon today!

Changing is not just 
changing the things outside 

of us. First of all we need 
the right view that 

transcends all notions 
including of being and non-
being, creator and creature, 
mind and spirit. That kind 

of insight is crucial for 
transformation and healing. 
~ Thich Nhat Hanh
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Schedule of the Day
7:00 - Polar Bear Swim - On the Beach
7:30-8:30 - Breakfast in Dining Hall
8:30-8:45 - Choir Practice in Grove
8:45-9:15 - Chapel Services Grove
9:30-Noon - Workshops - Various Locations
Noon-1:00 - Lunch
1:00-5:00 - Afternoon Activities Check Out the Schedule 
in DeWolfe
5:00-6:00 - Social Hour - Gardiner
6:00-7:00 Dinner in Dining Hall
7:00-7:30 - Friendship Circle on Volleyball Court
7:30-9:00 - Masked Ball
9:00-11:00 - Evening Social Hour - Gardiner
11:00 - Lights Out - Quiet Time 
See you in the morning

Please consider making a contribution!  Your 
support helps us provide Ferry Beach to others!
5 Morris Avenue
Saco, Maine 04072
Year Round Office: 207-282-4489
Summer Office: 207-284-8612

Beachcombing

Quillen	  Shinn	  was	  never	  an	  ordinary;	  he	  
was	  saying	  and	  doing	  the	  unusual.	  	  Many	  
contended	  that	  while	  in	  his	  presence,	  there	  
was	  never	  a	  dull	  time.

LET us twain walk aside from the rest; 
Now we are together privately, do you 
discard ceremony, 
Come! vouchsafe to me 
what has yet been 
vouchsafed to none—
Tell me the whole 
story, 
Tell me what you 
would not tell 
your brother, 
wife, husband, 
or physician.
~”To You” by Walt 
Whitman
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